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Colossians, 3d Cray. 15th Wis 


BE YE THANKFUL. 


s we are called by the Preſident of the 


United States to devote this day to public 


head, are this day uniting, like one family, in pay- 


ing their filial and grateful homage to their common 
FATHER and GOD ! Let us, my byethren, 
_ aſpire to bear our- humble part in this grand concert 
of praiſe ; and in order to this, devoutly attend tothe 


Want exhortation before us. 

The precept, Br yr THANKFUL, though a in 
the: midſt of a large (cluſter of chriſtian duties, yet 
forms by itſelf a complete, as well as very important 


ſentence, and will therefore engage © our immediate | 


| and particular conſideration, 


The comprehenſive view, which- your r reſpec. 


Paſtor gave us in the morning, of our diſtinguiſhed 


and invaluable national privileges has left me little 
elſe to do than to illuſtrate and preſs upon you the 


= due acknow ledgment andi improvement of the divine 
ge Fs: . 


<4 © Thankſgiving and Praiſe; the words juſt 

| . ſeem well adapted to guide our meditations 

and animate our devotions on the great and Joyful 
occaſion. How pleaſing, how enlivening is the 

thought, that the millions which compoſe our federal 

Republic, with their beloved WAs RHINO TON at their 
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beneffte - As true ds for au favors of W 8 
is the proper bufinefſs of a public Thankſgiving, + 
and indeed the main duty and end of our rational 
exiſtence; I preſume it will not be diſagreeable to 
a ſerious audience to hear the nature and obligations 
of chriſtian - thankfulneſs * n and 
ſtrongly enforced. | 
To be thankful for favors 8 imports ſome- 5 
ming more than to feel pleaſed and joyful in the re- 
ceptian of them. For nature itſelf teaches and v. — 
ſpires gladneſs in receiving and enjoying any good, 
which ſuits our natural appetites and affections. 
Yea, criminal ſenſuality, avarice, and pride will 
rejoice in the bleſſings of providence, conſidered as 
affording materials for their own gratification. But 
none will ſay that a natural inſtinctive gladneſs, 
which overlooks its Divine Origin and Benefactor, 
or a. proud, ſelfiſh, and carnal joy, which directly 
_ oppoſes Him, and turns his own gifts into weapons 
of hoſtility againſt Him,—none will fay that * 
of theſe is true gratitude to Him. 

In order, therefore, to conſecrate our 4 ihe: 
light in the pleaſing. objects and entertainments of 
life into devout gratitude, there muſt be an impreſ- 
ſive ſenſe of the hand and benignity of God in them. 
When the thankful chriſtian rejoices in the bounties 
of nature and providence, in the endowments and 
comforts of his body and mind, in his perſonal and 


Ls ſocial ated: ; bis Jar is ever E and dig- 


nified 


* This diſcourſe was 8 wich a view to ſucceed that of the Rev. Doctor 
Morſe, which was expected to pay particular and ample attention to the great po- 
litical objects preſented by the occaſion. This expectation was fully anſwered. 
This circumance ul excuſe the author of the following ſermon for devoting a 


ſmaller portion of it to political contemp! ation than e otherwiſe have been 
ne expected. rh 


T 17: 


nified by an. 8 iinptction-- of the pd 


and greatneſs of the · Being, from whom theſe bleſſ- 
ings flow. When the ſun ſhines, the rain deſcends, 
and the earth ſmiles ; when'the ſpring, ſummer, and 


autumn entertain us with their reſpective ſcenes of | 
beauty or- liberality.; the eye of religious gratitude 


looks up and ſees God ſhedding down thi 


genial in- 


fluences of the heavens, enlivening the- principles of 
_ vegetation in the earth, and thus clothing the Teaſons 
with fruitfulneſs, and filling each heart with food and 


gladneſs. If the gopd man has faithful friends, whoſe 


tender ſympathy and agreeable converſation leſſen 

his griefs, and doubleyhis joys ; if he is bleſt with 
4 boſom-companion, whoſe ſoul mingles with his 
own, and children who give him delight and tranſs 
port; in all theſe endearing objects he ſees, adores, 
and enjoys his benevolent Creator; he views the 


union and communication of love from heart to heart, 


— 


as the effuſion and inſpiration of divine love and 
goodneſs, Thus he intermixes rhankful devotion 


with every pleaſing emoyment of fe” 2 


'O what an unſpeakable charm, what a divine 
grandeur muſt this i impart to every bleſſing ! to re- 


ceive it as a gift from an infinitely great and benev- 


olent Parent, whoſe goodneſs and greatneſs reflect 
unſpeakable beauty and ſplendor upon each other! 
While his goodneſs mollifies and endears his great- 


nefs, which would otherwiſe overwhelm and con- 


found us; his greatneſs adds force, direction, and 


awful ty to his goodneſs, and renders its various 


exerciſes towards man inconceivably condeſcending 


1 . ſurpriſing and 4 1 According 5 
the 
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V 
the man of true gratitude primarily and ſupremely 
eſteems and delights in the intrinſic beauty and ma- 
Jeſty of God; he triumphs in his eſſential character, 


as combining every thing great and benevolent ; and 
as the effect of this, highly values and gratefully re- 
joices in his numerous benefits. He is delighted 


with theſe benefits, not merely becauſe they: contri- 


bute to his own happineſs, but becauſe they diſplay 


and honor their excellent and beloved Author, and 


furniſh new advantages and incentives to himſelf | 


to ſerve his divine Benefactor, and do good to his 


rational family. 


While the thankful deinen 155 . on 
exalts God, he proportionably abaſes himſelf. ' Thoſe 
perſons who do not feel their own dependence, mean 
neſs and guilt, but proudly imagine themſelves im- 
portant and meritorious beings, cannot properly ſee 
and acknowledge their obligations to the divine 
bounty, but will aſcribe their proſperity to their own 
ſuperior wiſdom, activity, or worth. But the hum- 


ble, grateful ſoul, feeling its entire dependence, its 


unſpeakable littleneſs and ill deſert, aſcribes all its 
enjoyments and hopes to the pure benevolence of 


the Deity ; ſaying with good Jacob, I am Nor wor- 


THY OF THE LEAST OF ALL THE MERCY AND ALL THE | 
TRUTH, WHICH THOU HAST SHEWED UNTO THY SER- 
vaxr; and with David, NOT uN TO ME, O Loxp, 
NOT ux ro ME, BUT TO THY NAME GIVE GLORY,— 

O my brethren, when the humble penitent n 


his own meanneſs as a creature, and deformity as a 


finner with the tranſcendent majeſty and purity of 
the Creator, what admiring gratitude tranſports his 


t „ 


| heart in the reflection, that a Being ſo great has 
ſtooped from his exalted height to notice and com- 
fort ſuch a little atom as he; that a Being ſo holy 
not only endures, but ſhows the moſt liberal kind- 
neſs to à creature ſo polluted and offenſive; and 
that a Being armed with omnipotent power ſpares 
and holds up ſo provoking a rebel, when he could 
ſo eaſily and ſo juſtly deſtroy him ! What holy aſ- 
toniſnment, what fervent W do meſes con- 
: 12 inſpire! 7825 2 
- Chriſtian gratitude likewiſe ceſpetly' and: adores 
Jeſus. Chriſt as the purchaſer and medium of all di- 
vine favors to man. It beholds his atoning blood 
as the price which has bought, the channel which 
conveys, and the odour which perfumes all the bleſ- 
ſings both of time and eternity. Accordingly, it re- 
Joices chiefly in Chriſt Jeſus, in his wonderful ſacri- 
tice, 1 in his great and everlaſting redemption. It re- 
| Joices in the view of that mediatorial kingdom; which 
is put into his hands; a kingdom, which connects 
the councils of eternity and all the events of time 
into one great ſcheme of wiſe comprehenſive benev- 
dlence, to be completed in the inconceivable, ever 
growing perfection and bliſs of innumerable mil- 
ons of holy and redeemed beings. Well may theſe 
ideas conſtrain the moſt inraptured aſcriptions of 
praiſe for redeeming love. Taanxs Be uxro Gop 


rok HIS" /UNSPEAKABLE GIFT. Wokrky 18 THE 


Laus rar was SLAIN ro RECEIVE POWER AND 
RICHES: AND - WISsDOoM AND STRENOTH AND er 
AND GLORY AND/ BLESSING. eee 

a Ne add ant une gane fa che diſplays of _ 


Sheff B | divine 


ths. © 
divine goodneſs implies a conformity of remper 10 


its adored object; it imports that we poſſeſs à de- 
gree of the ſame benevolence, which we celebrate in 


the Deity, If our hearts are cold, felfiſh; and un- 


kind, they cannot truly reliſn and praiſe the beauty of 
the divine beneficence. We cannot ſincerely thank 
| God for the exerciſes of infinite benevolence,” if we 
do not feel and will not manifeſt the- leaſt 'degree of 
the ſame ſpirit either towards God or man. In this 
caſe we are enemies to goodneſs; and therefore can- 

not cordially join in its praiſes. True thankfulneſs 
then muſt be a kind and generous affection, imply- 
ing pure enlarged friendſhip both to the "Creator 


and his creatures, a difpoſition heartily to rejoice in 


ment of its nobleſt pea In this employm 


the happineſs of both, a prevailing defire and endea- 
vor to imitate, and in this way to return the kind- 
_ neſs of our heavenly Father, by freely imparting to 
| his afflicted or deſtitute offspring what He has ſo 
freely conferred upon us. If therefore we cannot 
labor, pray, and give thanks for the welfare of others 
with the fame ſincerity as for our own, we are ſel. 
fiſh, unthankful Ones 1 of per pig ns 
grateful chriſtians. 
In a word, true thankſgiving inplies-s a certain 
_ prevailing frame or exerciſe of the heart. It begin 
in the inner man, and imports the nobleſt IR 


the underſtanding'views: in his infinite majeſty 
and goodneſs; eee ſuitably eſteems Him, 
and prizes his benefits for his ſake ; the will chooſes | 
and cleaves to Him as the ſovereign good the 
_— recollecta, and pours in — 
wh 


” 8 3 
whole -train of hig benefits ; and 20 che reſult of all, 


through theſe ſtreams to their glorious ſource, _ 
But though gratitude begins, it does. net end in 
the ſoul. The powers and paſſions of the mind be- 
ing tuned by this divine principle, will call in to their 
sid the faculties of the body. They will awaken the 


tongue to ſpeak and to ling the praiſes of Gad in the 
eloſet and the family, in the circle of private friend. 
hip and the public aſſembly of the ſaints... Such 
vocal exerciſes, while. they glorify. God with our 


| bodies as well as ſpirits, and ſpread abroad the h 


ful devotions. 0 
But our . if 3 will not * in \ the 


Face of our lips, but flow along through the cur- 


rent of our lives. It will be manifeſted by a ſtudi- 
ous daily conformity to the example and will of our 
divine Benefactor, and a pious, ſober, and charitable 


pſc of his bounties. The thankful 'chriſtian, deeply 


penetrated with the rich, free, overflenring goodneſs 
of God, will aſpire to copy, to recommend 


moſt acceptable memorial of the divine beneficence 


in truth. 


Having * hy ene we are now to 1 


= luſtrate and, enforce * ara and eee m ge 4 


1 


7 | = 


the affeRions of the heart aſcend with ſacred rapture 


of his name, conduce greatly. to the religious ls . 
provement of our ſurrounding brethren, and at the 
ſame time directly nen eralt our own n. | 


| nend, and hon- 
or it by a ſuitable practice; which is the nobleſt and 


and our own gratitude; for this is to love and thank 
him, not in n * ee N e 1 


1 

10 
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In the firſt place, common equity urges us to it. 

It is an evident dictate of the law of nature, that every 
one who receives a benefit, ſhould entertain and ex- 


| preſs a ſenſe of obligation for it in the firſt inſtance ; 


and in caſe of ability and opportunity, ſhould make | 


an equal return of kindneſs.” The common percep- 
tions, feelings, and language of mankind reſpecting 
human benefactors and offices of charity are founded 

on this principle. How much more ſtrongly does 
the law of juſtice require a grateful acknowledgment = 


of our original and ſupreme Benefactor; whoſe be- 


nevolence is the prime ſource of all our bleflings, 
and in particular is the inſpirer of thoſe kind affec- 


tions and offices, to which we are ſo much indebted 
in our fellow creatures Which leads us: to add, 
The voice of every ſocial connexion among men 


calls us to pious thankfulneſs. For gratitude is the 
baſis and ſoul of ſociety, the cement and ſweetner of 
domeſtic, civil, and religious union, the main ground 


and ſpirit of the moſt ſacred relative duties. The 
obligations of children to their parents, and of ſub- 
jects to their rulers, the reciprocal duties of maſters 
and ſervants, of neighbors and friends, arè founded 


and comprehended in gratitude, in a due ſenſe and 
regquital of favors expected and received. Does not 
this proclaim and enforce the till higher ſocial ob- 
| bligation, which binds us all to our divine Parent and 


Maſter, Sovereign and Friend? Does it not incul- 


cate conſtant gratitude to Him, as the life and ſup- 


port of that divine union and fellowſhip: with our 
Maker, for which our rational and ſocial nature was 


chiefly deſigned : ? Is not communion with God the 


higheſt 


S. 7 
nigheſt duty and happineſs of man? And is not this 
ſuered "intercourſe maintained on our Part, by an- 
ſwering with correſponding grateful exereiſes the 
communications of divine goodneſs and favor ? Is 
not a due attention to this firſt obligation and priv 
ilege of our ſocial frame the greateſt ſecurity and 
exaltation of our other relatiye duties and Nga 
| ments 2 5 0 eilig, en e, 
* Further is not e ae band which folds 
together the ſyſtem of nature? Look into the inani- 
mate creation ; ſee what an unceaſing reciprocation 
of benefits unites its various parts. While the air 


feeds the flame, ſee how the flame returns the kind 


neſs by enlightening and warming the air. See how 
the earth repays all the elements with her noble pro- 
ductions. How gratefully does ſhe reflect the 8 
and influence of the heavens Look over the. ani- 
mal tribes ; behold the lively expreſſions of gratitude! 
the affectionate and important ſervices, which the 
moſt ſtupid brutes render to their human benefactors! 


What name then ſhall we give to the man, who is 


5 unthankful to his God ? He is a contradiction to, 
and a kind of outcaſt from all nature ; he has no 


parallel in che univerſe, ewt in the Ane . pate 
fect malignity and deſpar. 


Again, our frame and rank in God's works point 
ur to this duty. Why did our Maker give us an 
underſtanding fitted to know, a heart to feel, and a 
tongue to expreſs our obligations to Him? Was it 
not that we might employ theſe faculties in thankful 
praiſe, an exerciſe to which they are ſo exactly ad- 
2 ? Does not man, by virtue of theſe noble 


© himſelf, but in the name of all the inferior creat 


£ 1 
powers ſuſtain the office of High Prieſt 1 
temple of nature, to offer up to nature's God the 
ſacrifice of devout and active homage, not only ſor 


ures 2 


le is their Head, Eye, and Mouth, to do chat ſor 


them, which they cannot do for themſelves. They, 
like the congregation of antient Iſrael, can only 
ſtand in the outer court of the temple, and with A 
ſilent but forcible eloquence beckon to man to enter 
into the holy place on their behalf, and there paß 
their common. tribute of praiſe? ? And ſhall we = 
cline the noble and happy office, to which our make 5 
and ſtation, and the voice of ſurroundin nature Sh 5 
earneſtly invite u? Wee | 
The excellent, delightful, es eee ing ——_ 
of the employment itſelf, is another powerful motive 
to it. It is excellent, as ĩt breathes a puxe diſintereft» 
ed affection to our divine Benefactor, and with gen- 
erous ardour reflects and ſpreads abroad the glory of 
his goodneſs. It is delightful, as it exerts. and en- 
tertains our beſt powers and affections upon their 
7 higheſt object, in contemplating, adoring, and en- 
Joy ing the ſupreme Beauty and Good. It is advan- 
tageous; as it tends to expand our minds, to exalt 
our conceptions, to increaſe Our devout regards 9 
the Deity ; to afſimilate us to that perfect goodneſs 
which we. adore s to encourage and confirm. aur 
truſt and j joy in the divine adminiſtration ; .to.hum- 
ble us with a view of our DWN littleueſs and baſeneſs, 
compared with that tranſcendent greatneſs, beauty, 
and beneficence, which we celebrate; to engage u 
to the moſt e and vigorous. ſervices both to 
God 


t 3 3 


God and man; and in 2 word, to make us habirvel. 
ly contented and | happy, _ ad Kind; "virtui 
and uſeful. Q Br 1k 
Aſter all, the mot direct 11d en bond and 
incentive to the duty before us ariſe from the Conſſd- 
eration of God's mercies to us. Theſe are ſo rich 
and free, ſo various and repeated, fo Conſtant and 
fafting, as to furniſh inexhauſted and endleſs matter 
for thankful praiſe. Merey has been pouring in 
upon us from every quarter, from the heavens and 
earth, from the air and the waters. It has enriched 
os with the bleſſings of creation, providence, and re- 
demption. It has nurſed our infancy, guarded our 
childhood, guided our youth, and fupported our age. 
But the occaſion, on which we are convened, and 
che proclamation of our illuſtrious Chief, point our 
| ſpecial attention to the political and public n 
wiſely diſtinguiſh our happy country. 128 


© How affecting is the contraſt between our favored 
lot, and the condition of moſt, yea, in fome reſpects 
of all other nations on the globe! White war with 
unexampled ' fierceneſs, odſtinacy, and carnage is 
_ haraffing and deſolating à great part of Europe; 
while civil and ſpiritual tyranny ſtiff holds in flavith 
fettets the bodies and minds of a large majority of 
our "ſpecies ; while the various fyſtems of govern- 
ment and religion, of morals and cuſtoms, which 
prevail in moſt of the nations, are the offspring of 
political or prieftly ambition, cunning and domin- 
ion, combined with popular ignorance, credulity; 
and ſuperſtition, and operate in many reſpects to in- 
creaſe the debaſement and corruption, the poverty 


1 4 

and wretchedneſs of man; 3 in a word, while thoſs 
three great ſcourges of heaven, the ſword, famine; 
and peſtilence are, by turns, almoſt conſtantly ſlay- 
ing their thouſands in various parts of the old world; 
our public and private ſituation exhibits the happy 
reverſe of chis picture of horror. We poſſeſs conſti- 
tutions of government, local and general, which 
originated in our own free, peaceable, mature delibe- 
ration and conſent; which combine the principles of 
popular liberty and efficient energy; which contain 
within themſelves proviſions for their own amend- 
ment and increaſing perfection ; and which at this 
moment are diſpenſing unrivalled freedom and ſecu- 
i rity, proſperity and addon. to ad. claſs of ſo- 


1»# &* 


5 the general admiration and envy. of the pk.» th 


We likewiſe enjoy a diftinguiſhed ſhare of exter- 
nal and domeſtic PEACE, How. melodious the ſound, 
how immenſe . the value of peace ! It ſheds a rich 
perfume, a foſtering influence over all the bleſſings, 
connexions, employments, and ſatisfactions of life. 
O let us never forget the happy contraſt, which bur 
preſent tranquility forms to thoſe diſtreſſing ſcenes 
of war, which gave birth and eſtabliſhment to the 
American Revolution. What a dreadful mixture of 

ſuſpence, calamity, and terror did we then experi- 
ence! Certainly the inhabitants, of this place* muſt 
long retain the moſt lively impreſſions of the differ- 
_ ence between the, frowns of war and the, ſmiles of, 
E peace. Under the tormer they beheld their buſineſs 
W re their property ſpoiled, their accuſtomed. 


141 nog me 1 t tSclab ni WS, 
© * Charleftown was burnt by the Britiſh, June 16, 1776 3 and about 2000 of 


the — reduced from affluence. or mediocr] ty, to poyerty or 158 diſtreſs. 


„ 
a ſources of wealth ſtopped, their beautiful habitations 
and town deſtroyed; and their beloved families in- 
volved in unutterable diſtreſs. | But beneath the 
 ſun-ſhine of returning peace they have ſeen their for- 
mer ſplendor revive ; they have beheld a new city, 
in ſome reſpects more elegant and flouriſhing than 
the old, riſing with wonderful ſpeed from the midſt 
of -aſhes and ruin. Yes, my brethren, we have all 
feen commerce and navigation, agriculture and man- 
ufactures, the elegant and uſeful arts, with almoſt 
every ſpecies of beneficial induſtry and improving 
ſcience, ſuddenly acquiring new life and proſperity | 
from the influence of general peace, directed and en- 
livened by our excellent national Government. 
In this connexion, what gratitude do we owe to 
the Supreme Ruler of nations not only for bleſſing 
us with ſuch a government, but for placing and 
continuing at the head of it a Man, who is the de- 
light and the boaſt of humanity ; whoſe perſonal 
virtues and talents have inſpired the public mind 
with a veneration and confidence, which probably 
give him a greater influence in America than the 
| mightieſt potentate poſſeſſes in Europe; an influ- 
ence far more efficacious to regulate, to cement, and | 
to bleſs the ſeveral parts of the Union, than the pub- 
lic authority, which the Conſtitution has given to 
the Preſident. What degree of efficiency, therefore, 
really belongs to the Executive power itſelf, is a 
queſtion which cannot be fairly decided, till ſome | 
ther man ſhall be choſen to adminiſter it. In the 
mean time it becomes us to recognize with peculiar 
ume. chat aten, Mad and vigilant patri- 
8 = FEE e EAT; 


N 

3 

| 

| 
l 
1 

| 


otiſm, which has ever diſtinguiſhed our Chief Ma- 
giſtrate, and which, during the late critical and dan- 
gerous times, has ſteered the political ſnip with ſuch 


ſkill; fidelity, and fucceſs, as have equally gratified 
the friends, and confounded the enemies of our peace 


and proſperity. - What praiſe is due to Heaven for 
giving to the Executive and Legiſlative Councils of 


our nation, in the courſe of the paſt year, ſueh a 


glorious triumph over a formidable combination of 
internal faction and foreign influence“; for inſpiring 


not only the Preſident, but a reſpectable majority in 


both houſes of Congreſs, and in our principal mar- 
itime towns, with ſuch a temperate and dignified 
. ſpirit ; a ſpirit, which knew how to reſent, and ef- 
fectually demand fatisfadtion for inſolent and injurious | 
1 treatment receiver from a e d _—_— without ; 
: - madly 


*The fatal effects of FDTD 1 ** and co-operating with domeſtic - 


4 faction, have been and ſtill are dreadfully exemplified in the recent hiſtory of Ge- 


neva. That little Republic, which for a long ſeries of time was perhaps the moſt 


enlightened and free, the moſt virtuous and flouriſhing community on earth, has 


; — ſuddenly convulſed and ruined by the operation of French politicks on the 


Conſtitution and Adminiftration of its government. Mr. Genet, who was after- 
Wards employed in ſimilar buſineſs in America, was the firſt Jacobin Emiſſary 
ſent to Geneva, to prepare the way for the projected revolution in that city, de- 


figned to render it ſubſervient to the views of the ruling party in France. Ac- 


cordingly, a reyolutionary government has been violently erected on the ruins 


of antient forms ; a government, which, under the ſacred name of liberty, has 


exerciſed the moſt iniquitoas, cruel, and bloody tyranny z has robbed, baniſhed, 


or murdered the moſt virtuous and reſpectable citizens; has deſtroyed the reli- 


gion, the morals, the ſciences, the arts, the property, the abel order and peace, 
for which that Commonwealth had been ſo conſpicuous; inſomuch that it hardly 
retains a ſingle trace of its former ſplendor and happineſs. See a Pamphlet inti- 


tled Authentic Hiſtory of the Origin and Progreſs of the late Revolution in Geneva, 


written by a Citizen of that republic. This author pronounces Geneva to be 
& loſt without reſource.” But we hope the favorable turn which the domeſtic 


affairs of France have lately taken, will gradually meliorate the condition of both 


theſe oppreſſed and diſtracted republics. When we contemplate the ſcene of hor- 


ror juſt deſcribed, can we reſtrain the moſt lively expreſſions of gratitude. to that 


watchful and beneficent providence, which preſerved us from a participation is 
the ſame calamities, to which we were expoſed by the operation of ſimilar cauſes ? 


3 1 
— adi to the impulſe of the moment the 
invaluable peace, property, and blood of our country? 
Bleſſed be God for the ſucceſs of this firm, yet pacific, 
ſyſtem under the management of a wiſe and faithful 
Envoy ; whoſe remonſtrances and negociations with 
the offending Power have iſſued in an amicable, and 
we hope, a juſtly ſatisfactory and permanent treaty 
between eb e and Great- Britain. Bleſ- 
ſed be God that the fpirit of impartial neutrality and 
peace fill marks the character of our citizens in gen- 
_ eral; that it has conſpicuouſly: operated in moſt of 
the late elections of federal rulers; and that the pre- 
valence of this ſentiment, in conjuction with the 
preſent leading aſpect of our public affairs, promiſes, 
under the divine benediction, a laſting confirmation 
of our national — anne us to ob- . 
- fotveutheat t 
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additional ſtrength from the recent ſuppreſſion of a 
_ dangerous: inſurrection in one of our Siſter-States. 
While the paternal tenderneſs, wiſdom, and firmneſs 
diſplayed by the Preſident towards the deluded in- 
ſurgents have attached new degrees of grateful reſpect 
and confidence to his perſon and adminiſtration ; the 
patriotic zeal and magnanimity with which many 
thouſands of reſpectable citizens rallied round the 
ſtandard of government; the exact prudence -and , 
order, as well as immoveable conſtancy and perſever- 
ance of their behavior; their ſpeedy and complete 
ſucceſs in extinguiſhing ſo formidable a rebellion 
without the effuſion of kindred blood ; the ſanction 
of — approbation and recompence which the 
| nationa 
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national Legiſlature has given to their bebe the 

deep and ſalutary impreſſion which this whole ſcene 
has made on the American mind; theſe and many 
other concurring circumſtances furniſh ample matter 

for delightful reflection and thankſgiving. They 


aſſure us of extenſive and durable good, as the prov- 


idential reſult of a partial and temporary fermenta- 


tion. They give additional luſtre and ſtrength to | 


our. Republican Conſtitution and laws; they add a 
new and powerful cement to the happy union of 
liberty and order; they tend to diſcourage and ſup- 


preſs thoſe factious and unwarrantable combinations, 
which are equally n to _ I re and 


rational freedom. 


To the political bie ety nume we 
mio add the natural advantages of our country; 


the vaſt extent of its territory, embracing almoſt all 
the varieties of climate, and the general fertility of 


its ſoil ; which fit it for almoſt every kind of valuable 


tice the ſingular health, population, and plenty, with 


which it has been bleſſed. © Above all, it becomes us 


thankfully to commemorate its high exaltation in 
 RELIG1Ous reſpects; its enlightened and free enjoy- 
ment of the chriſtian revelation; a ſyſtem whoſe 
doctrines, inſtitutions, and moral precepts not only 
inſtruct, purify, and comfort thouſands of individuals, 
but diffuſe knowledge and civilization, union and 
order through the Community, and thus contribute, 
beyond all human e to our publie, as well 

as perſonal happineſs. _ rrp 


— a 


When we collect theſe various ane into one 


mighty 
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mighty aggregate, can we avoid feeling the moſt for- 
cible obligations to fervent and exalted praiſe? O let 
us expreſs our gratitude, not merely by vocal aſcrip- 
tions to the Deity, much leſs by tranſient effuſions of 
joy and feſtivity, but by ſtudiouſly imitating and 
obeying our divine Benefactor, and by ſuitably 

eſtee ming and improving his ineſtimable favors. 
For this purpoſe, let us earneſtly labor and pray that 
our future conduct, and that of our fellow citizens, 

may be ſuch as to recommend and promote the gen- 
uine ſpirit and bleſſings both of republican freedom 
and primitive chriſtianity. Let us © fervently. be- 
ſeech the kind Author of our diſtinguiſhed national 


privileges to imprint on our hearts a deep ſenſe of 


our obligations to Him for them; to give us a due 
eſtimation of their immenſe value; to fave us from 
thar reſtleſs, diſcontented, and murmuring ſpirit, 
which is ever ready to depreciate or to cenſure the 
moſt | beneficent and proſperous courſe of affairs, 
merely from the impulſe of unlimited, diſappointed 
avarice, ambition, or vanity, or from the malignant 
feelings of envy and party animoſity ; to preſerve | 
us from that arrogant ſpirit in proſperity,” which 
diſdaining the idea of dependence and obligation, 
affects to derive its happpineſs and ſecurity from its 
own conceited ability and merit, and proudly tram 
ples upon the ſacred rights and wholeſome authority 
both of God and man; to © reſtrain us from haz- 
arding our real advantages by deluſive purſuits,” 
eſpecially by purſuing the ſplendid phantom of an 
undefined, romantic r and equality, which 
1 would 
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would at once claſh with ſocial order, moral juſtice, 
«nd tg nn ame and condition of man * ; 0 


e od ſe 
Ti — „„ 3 „ 


* ® Equal liderty, i bende, is among the firſt of human rights and 
enjoyments. But this liberty may be as effeftually deſtro ed by its own exceſs or 
abuſe, as by exterior oppreſſion. Even the freedom of men in a ſtate of nature is 


reſtricted by the natural laws of their Creator, or the; eternal rules of morality 3 


wn and this reftritivn conſtitutes its perfection and ſecurity, as it tends to keep its 


poſſeſſors, both from injuring themſelves and opprefling one another. The deſign 
of civil government is to conſtrain the obſervance ef theſe. natural laws, and 
thereby complete the ſecure and happy enjoyment of liberty, The purſuit or 


exerciſe, therefore, of exceſſiwe, unreſtrained liberty ĩ nvol ves or produces real ty- 


ranny and flavery.—The late internal condition of France gives a dreadful ſanc- 
tion to theſe obſervations. The ſpirit of popular, ariſtocratic, and, may I not 


dd, monarchical deſpotiſm, has. cruelly oppreſſed chat country under the forms 


and pretenſions of high democratic freedom, - An uninformed and furious popu- 


| lace, intoxicated with undigeſted notions of their own ſovereignty, for a long 


time overawed, and in effect preſcribed to the Natiohal Convention. This popu- 
lace was artfully managed and inflamed by the Jacobin ſociety, , which, under the 
pretext of guarding and eſtabliſhing republican liberty, Tard and exerciſed all 


the powers of an unlimited ariſtocracy. At length Robeſpierre, that famous pop- 
ular incendiary, having by various arts acquired the real authority of an abſolute 


monarch or dictator, ſecretly and efficaciouſly directed the whole political machine. 


Theſe facts, and the ſhocking crimes and miſeries which have attended or reſult- 
ed from them, are atteſted to all the world by the preſent ſolemn declarations and 
meaſures of the French Convention and people ; who are gradually demoliſhing 


chis monſtrous fabric of tyranny, by correcting thoſe intemperate ideas or . 
. abuſes of liberty, by which it was erected. 


It is worthy of ſpecial notice that the falſe ſpirit of liberty and llt both i in 


France and Geneva has pointed its peculiar vengeance; againſt ſuperior wealth, 
abilities, learning, virtue, and every other quality or circumſtance which uſually 


attaches an eminent degree of reſpeck. The beat poiſeſſion, yea, the moſt upright 


and beneficent uſe of theſe advantages, has marked. out their poſſeſſors as dan- 
gerous ariſtocrats, and devoted them as victims to the avarice or envy of the ig- 


norant and idle, the needy and profligate rabble, or their fill more unprincipled 


| and deſperate leaders,—The natural and providential advantages juſt mentioned, 

| by commanding peculiar regard and confidence, clothe their poſſeſſor with a ſupe- 
rior perſonal influence, and thus produce an inequality among the citizens even 
Dl under the moſt free and popular governments. But this inequality of influence is 


perfectly confiſtent with the poſſeſſion of equal Tights by all the citizens. The 
moſt violent advocate for equality cannnot avoid feeling and expreſſing different - 
degrees of reſpe& and confidence towards different deſcriptions of his fellow- 
citizens ; though the claims of all, in his profeſſed judgment, as well as in the 
fight of our conſtitution and laws, are perfectly equal. When the ſuperior 
perſonal influence juſt deſcribed is exerted to ſupport the conſtituted authorities 


of our free and happy republic, as it is by the eminent federal characters through 
the Union, inftead of violating, it ſecures the equal rights and deareſt intereſts 


of _—_ — at larze. But if this — under pretence of guarding theſe 
equal 


diſpoſe us to ſecure the continuance of divine favors 
by not abuſing them”? to licentious and deſtructive 


purpoſes, and 'by' manifeſting * true gratitude for 
them by a correſpondent conduct as men, as citi- 
zens,“ and as chriſtians ; « to diffuſe and eſtabliſſi 
among us that uſeful knowledge, and thoſe habits 

of ſobriety and order, of morality and piety,” which 
are eminently the baſis and ſoul of a republic; 


which are equally neceſſary to 3 n and : 
individual happineſs. 


| While we thus ſurround the throne of heavenly 
mercy with our united prayers, let us reſolve to give 
them efficacy by ſuitable endeavors. Let us ſtudi- 
ouſly exemplify in ourſelves, maintain in our families, 
_ diffuſe among our acquaintance, and tranſmit to ſuc- | 
ceeding generations the ſentiments and manners of 


confederate republicans and fincere chriſtians. "La 
b | | 5 us 

equal privileges, be pointed againſt, that government, which effectually ſecures 
them; if it be augmented and extended by a chain of political ſyſtematic aſſo- 
ciations, whoſe object is to control the elections and meaſures of our rulers, 
and whoſe members and proceedings, protected by the veil of ſecrecy, feel no 
reſtraint but that of conſcience; in this caſe it becomes an unlimited and dan- 
gerous ariſtocracy, and unleſs defeated by the enlightened virtue of the citizens in 
general, may operate the ſame oppreſſion and miſery in the new world which it has 
effected in the old. It is not ſtrange that many honeſt but ignorant people, under 
the deceptive influence of ſuch an ariſtocracy, ſhould be fired into jealous and fac- 
tious oppoſition to the beſt government in the world, The great Neckar obſerves 
that it was an artful and ſucceſsful contrivance of the French Jacobins te operate 
upon the multitude by two words, liberty and equality, 4* The people, adds he, are 
to be acted upon only by reducing things to a ſmall compaſs : it is by reſtricting 
their ideas ta the narrow circle of their feelings, and abſorbing their paſſions in a 
fingle phraſe that we become their maſters. Criminal indeed are thoſe who thus 
take advantage of their weakneſs, and practiſe arts to deceive and inſlave them, 
rather than to render them happy by the ſole authority of reaſon and morality." 
I cannot forbear adding, criminal and fooliſh beyond expreſſion will be the conduct 
of Americans, if with all the light preſented to them by the diſorders and miſeries 
of popular faction and tyranny in Europe, and by their own contraſted delightful 


experience of the bleſſings flowing from liberty and order, they ſhould ever ſacri- 
fice or even hazard the latter by a deluſive 8 of the former. 
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_ give our children an enlightened, virtuous, and 


pious education, and thus eſtabliſh in their boſoms 


ſach principles and habits as may render them future 
pillars of American order, freedom, and glory. Let 


us vigilantly guard their minds and our own againſt : 
the contagion of modern infidelity, diffipation and 
vice; againſt a ſpirit of baſe ingratitude and com- 


plaint amidſt our preſent unrivalled proſperity ; 


againſt ungrounded ſuſpicions and cenſures. of that 
_ Conſtitution of government, and of thoſe public men 
and meaſures, to which, under God, we owe our con- 25 
firmed tranquility and happineſs. In this connexion 
you will permit me to mention it as a notorious fact, 
that our preſent eſtabliſhed neutrality and peace, our 
aſſurance of indemnification for the injuries of Britiſh 
| ſpoilers, the expected melioration of our commerce 
as the effect of the late treaty, with all the bleſſings 
reſulting from theſe propitious circumſtances, are 
owing, under divine providence, to the equally pru- 
dent and firm conduct of the Preſident, and thoſe 
members of the federal Legiſlature, who co-operated 


with his meaſures, and who on that very account have 


been abſurdly and wickedly repreſented by ſome as 


odious Ariſtocrats and even Britiſh agents. All who 


have properly attended to the debates and reſolutions | 
of Congreſs, know that the great body of our Eaſt- 


ern Delegates, and among the reſt the leading Mem- 


bers from this Commonwealth, have been able, 


ſteady, and ſucceſsful ſupporters of the ſame impar- 
tial, conciliatory, yet ſpirited ſyſtem, which the 


Executive authority has uniformly purſued, and 
which Heaven has crowned with 1 its hgnal Drone” 


g 


1 


fion. It is a well known fact that while theſe mem 


bers advocated the plan of negotiation as the moſt 


fair and cheap, the moſt direct and ſucceſsful method 
of procuring a happy accommodation; they were 
equally zealous to place their country in the beſt 
poſture of preparation for war; and by thus uniting 


 beotarilnge energy and dignity with the ſpirit of con- 


ciliation they effectually defeated the hoſtile views 


of Britain, and induced her conſent to terms of juſ- 
tice and amity. I mention theſe facts, not to in- 


flame the ſpirit or promote the deſigns of party, 
but to engage your generous eſteem, confidence and 


ſupport to the worthy inſtruments of our common 


proſperity. Such grateful reſpect to the immediate 
and viſible cauſes or mediums of our happineſs i 18 


inſeparably connected with ous: n to its 


ſupreme inviſible Author“ „ 
* The intimate connexion between proper or eder feelings towards che | 


inſtruments of our bleſſinge, and a right or wrong temper towards their original 
ſource is ſtrikingly exemplified in the hiftory of ancient Iſrael ; whoſe unthankful 
and rebellious murmurings againſt God were ever combined with baſe ingratitude 
and complaint againſt Moſes and Aaron, their greateſt earthly benefactors; as on 
the contrary, their expreſſions of pious thankſgiving and obedience to the Moſt 
High were attended with eorreſponding tokens of grateful veneration and confi- 


dence towards his beneficent public miniſters, It deſerves further notice that 


their murmurs were generally excited by the immediate preſſure or proſpe& of 
great difficulties or perils ; which in ſome degree extenuates, though it by no 
means excuſes their perverſe behavior: but how much greater would have been 
their baſeneſs and guilt, had they poured forch nothing but unthankful complaint 


in the very lap of eaſe and proſperity, and even loaded their rulers with cenfures | 


and execrations for thoſe very meafures which procured them theſe bleflings ! ! !.—» 
The moſt precious requital, which the able and faithful ſervant of a 3 

can receive from his obliged conſtituents, is their continued confidence and. ſupport. 

To deny him this reward is great injuſtice both to him and to themſelves, By 


refuſing him their future ſuffrages they not only implicitly and ungratefully-con- 
demn his paſt meritorious conduct, but diſmiſs from their ſervice his approved. 


wiſdom and integrity, his increaſing ftock. of political experience, and the weight 


of character and influence which his public exertions have acquired; and thus do. | 


| themſelves and their country a great and perhaps irreparable injury. 
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1. muſt add that fince gratitude is a kind and 
generous affection ; ſince all men are members of 
one great Brotherhood; 3 and ſince the proclamation 
which has called us together, recommends the whole 
family of mankind to our devout and affectionate re- 
membrance, it eminently becomes us to offer up our 
fraternal, our fervent, prayers and thankſgivings in 
behalf of the magnanimous aſſertors of liberty in the 
European world. While we mingle our ſympathiz- 
Ing tears and ſupplications with ill fated Pol Ap, 
cruſhed by the ſtrong hand of foreign deſpotiſm; let 
us ſend up to Heaven our joyful praiſes for its won- 
derful ſmiles on the cauſe of freedom in Fx Axe, for 
the matchleſs energy and ſucceſs with which a ſingle 
unaſſiſted nation has ſo long defended her rights 
againſt a moſt powerful, as well as iniquitous confed- 


eracy of kings and ſtates; for the pleaſing proſpect 


which ſhe now has of ultimate and complete ſucceſs | 
againſt} her ER invaders | PANS, for the grad- 


ual 


8 Though the author felt ĩt to o be his tits to e the Eaſtern Members of 
Congreſs to the ſpecial gratitude of his fellow- citizens in this quarter; yet he 
means not to expreſs or to excite contemptuous or malignant party -feelings re- 
ſpecting Gentlemen in the American repreſentation, who have ſupported different 
meaſures. He conceives that conſiderable diverſities of ſentiment. on great and 
complicated queſtions ought to be expected among the rulers of an extenſive com- 
munity which combines ſo many various and even jarring intereſts and prejudi- 
ces. He thinks too that it is but a juſt tribute both to our governors and ourſelves 
to treat their perſonal characters and dignified ſtations with delicate reſpect, even 
while we freely canvaſs their public proceedings. In ſhort he heartily echoes the 


following obſervations of a political writer. « The moment that delivers the 


United States from the danger of war, is the moment when all parties ought to 
embrace principles of conciliation. That danger being over, we have only to con- 
tend in opinion about foreign governments, or to quarrel for the loaves and fiſhes | 
of our own. If inſtead of writing for party purpoſes, our ingenious men would 
now turn their attention to the improvement of our country, in education, com- 
merce, agriculture, manufactures, laws and morals; it is probable the virulence 
of party ſpirit would ſoon ſubſide, and give way to returning confidence and ſocial 
affection. Union and harmony are our true intereſt, and thoſe who would diſturb 
— muſt be unfriendly to the happineſs of their country. * 4 | 


1 
ual melioration of her internal ſtate by the influence 
of that moderate and beneficent ſyſtem, Which her 
ſupreme authority is endeavoring to eſtabliſh on the 
ruins of a moſt atrocious and bloody faction. While 
' humanity and chriſtian benevolence weep: over thoſe 
torrents of human blood, which the internal con- 
fuſions and the foreign conflict of this nation have 
ſhed ; while the ſpirit of ſcience and the elegant arts 
beholds with indignation and grief the perſecution 
and havock which Vandaliſm has committed on the 
authors and monuments of literature and refine- 
ment ; while the genius of piety and of order la- 
ments that boaſting infidelity and irreligion, that 
' tumultuous and ferocious anarchy, which have un- 
fortunately veiled the luſtre, and retarded the prog- 
reſs of liberty ; while every ſentiment of religion 

and of patriotiſm, as well as of private affection, 15 
| forth our utmoſt vigilance in guarding our happy 
= country from the poiſon of theſe foreign principles 
and manners ; it becomes us at the fame time to 
rejoice in the great and benevolent defigns, which 
Supreme Wiſdom is undoubtedly purſuing by thoſe 
actions and events, which fill the world with diſorder 
and blood. We may confidently hope that theſe 
dFonvulſive meaſures, under the direction of the Moſt 
5 High, will eventually ſhake down the antient and 
6 eee en of OV. and religious tyranny, 


n 


See Gregoire” s late celebrated report, ſtating to the Convention the prodigious | 
Fapages of libraries and monuments of the arts and ſciences, wrought by popular 
A tyrants and their ignorant followers ; who are ſtyled Vandals, becauſe they reſem- 
ble thoſe fierce Barbarians of the North, who overran the Roman Empire. © Re- 
publican liberty is the daughter of cultivated reaſon,” and therefore loves and che- 
riſnes learning and the elegant arts 3 while deſpots and falſe patriots juſtly dread | 

and 19 them as hoſtile to their i 1 purpoſes. 


L813 
tear up old and deep rooted prejudices, clear away 
the rubbiſh of ſuperſtition-and error, and thus pre- 


pare a free and open ſtage for impartial inquiry and 
diſcuſſion, and ſo for the future trop of chriſtian 


as well as neck! truth and virtue.“ By ſome ſuch 


| DO | | | | train 
„ 1 cannot "help particularly ching that not only the aftoniſhing ſucceſs of 
the French, and defeats of their inſolent invaders, but even the errors and calami- 
ties of the former are adapted to convey much uſeful inſtruction to mankind, and 
t hus to produce the moſt extenſive and happy effects. The miſtakes and diſorders 
of our Allies, compared with the original principles and expected triumph of their 
general cauſe, experimentally teach the world ſuch leſſons as theſe ;z—that liberty 
and licentiouſneſs are oppoſites, which mutually deſtroy each other; that thoſe 
perſons and meaſures, which are important and beneficial in pulling down a def. 
potic government, are often very incompetent - and unfit to ere, ſupport, or ad- 
miniſter a government of freedom; that a certain popular enthuſiaſm, which is 
neceſſary to repel the attacks of foreign invaders, is pernicious and deſtructive, 
when applied to regulate or control the internal eſtabliſhed authorities; that a po- 
litical conftitution may be fo free as to deſtroy freedom by generating perpetual 
faction and confuſion ; that a few ſelf-ſeeking demagogues, by combining their 
influence, may poison the minds of millions, and, impel them to acts of ſavage 
phrenzy, which otherwiſe they would have contemplated with horror that a high | 
ardor for liberty, not accompanied with equal knowledge and virtue, requires a 
correſponding energy of government to reſtrain it from defeating its own purpoſe, | 
and that this energy muſt bear ſome proportion to the extent, as well as diſpoſition 
of the community; ; that great apparent zeal in the cauſe of reaſon, liberality, and 
univerſal freedom, is often no better than blind, ſuperſtitious, intolerant fanati- 
cifm ; that the moſt clamorous and boating advocates of this cauſe uſually poſ- 
ſeſs the diſpoſition, and if opportunity preſents, exert the powers of the greateſt 
tyrants ; that rational liberty, however profaned by imprudent or deceitful vota- 
_ ries, is ſtill the cauſe of juſtice and of heaven, and will therefore ultimately proſper, 
Waile its falſe or intemperate friends, as well as its open invading foes, ſhall be ſe- 
verely chaftiſed ; and finally, that moral and religious ſentiments are, above all 
things, neceſſary to permanent republican freedom and happineſs. With aſtoniſh- 
ment the world has beheld a novel and bold experiment made by the French Poli - 
ticlans to eſtabliſh their new government on the foundation of a merely civil and 
atheiſtical morality. The experiment has been fully tried. What has been its 
ſucceſs ? The human mind, looſened from religious reſtraints, ſoon became 
wild and extravagant; its boaſted reaſon was intoxicated, its paſſions inflated, its 
ſentiments debaſed, its manners brutalized. Social virtue and mutual confidence 


were awfully ſubverted. The general relaxation and even contempt of thoſe prin- 


cites, which are the only ſecurity of mutual fidelity and honor, produced univer- 
Tai jealouſy and diſorganization. Viewing man as but an higher order of beaſts, 
and death as an everlaſting ſleep, no wonder the citizens of France plunged into 
brutiſh exceſſes, and in particular cruelly ſported with each other's lives, and con- 
ſidered the violent extinction of a human being as a trivial, yea in ſome inſtances a 


benevolent and meritorious action. Thus the deteſtable principles of an atheiſtical 
| PAlodovhys 


3 4 
train of events we anticipate the full accompliſhment 
of the glorious ſcheme of providence laid open in 


the predictions and promiſes of divine revelation. 


What a ſtupendous and magnificent ſcene do theſe 


contemplations exhibit to the pious and benevolent 


mind! Under the impreſſion of them can we for- 


bear echoing the celeſtial ſong, AMEN, ALLELUIA * 


LoRDp GOD OMNIPOTENT ,.REIGNETH. 
GREAT Ax p. MARVELLOUS. ARE THY WORKS; Logp 


Gop ALMIGHTY ; Jus AND, TRUE ARE FEE: WALL. 


FOR THE 


THOU! KING OF, SAINTS, 


2 


O let the ſublime and kg 9 oats 
bs hugo by the preſent operations of providence, : 


compared with ſcriptural. prophecy, animate our 


e wat its ter 1 e in the univerſal 


prevalence 0 
phitofohs, chenbtng with che febccious ſpirit. of faQtion and war, naturally ac- 


1 27 Pp 


. ©ount for thoſe tremendous ſcenes of Carnage, which have diſgraced the politeſt 
nation and the beſt cauſe in the world, Do not theſe facts teſtify to all mankind 


the indiſpenſible neceſſity of ſound religion and motality as the baſis and ſecurity 
of ſocial order and happineſs ? Even the tyrant Robeſpierre, convinced of this ne- 
ceſſity, recommended to the national Legiſlature the leading principles of natural 3 5 


religion and morals, and the Convention zealouſſy echoed this recommendation, 
and gave a public ſanction to theſe principles. 
fober part of that nation ſhall have leiſure to look further into this intereſting ſub- 
ject, they will be gradually convinced that the religion of nature derives its chief 
iluftration, ſupport, and practical influence from divine revelation ; that they 
mutually confirm and enforce each other ; and that the principles of chriſtianity 


are eminently. congenial to republican liberty and order. The reſult, we hope, 
Will be a rational and welcome reception of the chriſtian ſyſtem, and a conſequent 


experience of its happy effects. I have dwelt ſo long on the affairs of France, be- 
cauſe I confider her revolution as a ſtupendous and moſt inſtructive ſpectacle, ex- 
_ hibited for the general benefit of the world ; and becauſe I think it of unſpeakable 

importance to my fellow-citizens to diſtinguiſh accurately between the laudable 
and reprehenſible parts of her conduct; that we may be ſuitably affected and pro- 
fited by both. As this diſtinction is heed upon us by the preſent ſentiments and 
meaſures of the French nation, enlightened and matured by long and dreadful ex- 
perience ; let us ſhow a truly delicate reſpe& to our Allies, as well as the moſt 
prudent regard to ourſelves, by carefully ſeparating their general character and 


cauſe from thoſe of a wicked ariſtocratical party, which has broughs infinite diſ- 
grace and miſchief upon both. 


When the more enlightened and 
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prevalence of chriſtian piety and morality, and fo 
of temporal freedom and happineſs through the earth, 


I am unwilling to cloſe without quitting for a 
moment ſo extended a field of meditation, and bring. 
ing home the ſubject, by ſerious application, to the 
boſom of each individual in this affembly, We are 
no celebrating a fecond public Thankſgiving after 
a ſhort interval of time from the annual religious 
Feſtival of this Commonwealth. Can we avoid feel- 
ing ourſelves under a ſpecial call to examine whether 
our manner of obſerving theſe ſolemnities indicates 
the genuine ſpirit of religious gratitude? A thankſ- 
giving-feſtivity, eſpecially one fo ſublime. as the 
preſent, which combines a very large and proſperous 
Community in one great effort of joyful praiſe, muſt 
naturally awaken ſome degree of tranſport in every 
| breaſt. It rouzes into operation a thouſand ſources 
of gladneſs. It cheers our animal frames with the 
* of luxuriant tables. It gratifies our ſelfiſh 
feelings with the contemplation of our perſonal proſ- 
perity, and our benevolent, Patriotic affections with 
ſurveying and participating in the public felicity. 
It kindles our domeſtic and relative joys by the ſight 
and enjoyment of agreeable connexions, particularly 
of blooming children or grand- children, like ſo many 
olive-plants, ſurrounding our tables. In ſhort, it 
unites in one ſtream the various pleaſures which 
flow from the recollection of paſt bleſſings, the fru- 
ition of the preſent, and a lively anticipation of the 
future. Theſe natural feelings of rapture are proper, 
are beautiful on ſuch an occaſion. But ler us ſeri- 


ouſly remember that the ſentiments of true gratitude 
| on 


— 


on a folemnity like this riſe unſpeakably higher than 
the mere ſenſibilities of nature. The joy of the 
thankful chriſtian, on this inſpiring occaſion, aſcends 
to the throne of God; it centers and terminates in 
his tranſcendent. majeſty, beauty and goodneſs ; it 
prizes and exults in the light of his countenance far 
more than in all the other ſources of entertainment | 
which this day-preſents. Theſe pure a1 ſublime 
feelings of devout thankfulneſs at once limit, conſe- 
crate, and improve our innocent inferior delights, 
and give them a humble and temperate, a * | 
and pious complexion. 


And now, my friends, do your ſenficiors and No 5 
portment on this feſtive day agree with this deſcrip- 
tion? Does conſcience teſtify that you take pleaſure, 
not in exalting yourſelves, but in exalting God; that 
you derive your principal ſatisfaction, not from ſelf. 
iſh or carnal ſources, nor even from high political 
and. patriotic feelings for your country ; but from 
the nobler ſentiments of piety and univerſal benevo- 
lence ; in partichlar from reſembling and honoring 
your beneficent heavenly Father and compaſſionate 
Redeemer, by imparting "comfort and happineſs to 
your deftitute and afflicted brethren of mankind ? 
Does not conſcience bear witneſs againſt ſome of 
you, that your joy on this occaſion is a ſelfiſh and 
proud, a ſenſual and extravagant, or at beſt a merely 
natural and civil delight ; and that you are ſecretly 
determined to go from this aſſembly and openly in- 
ſult, in your practice, that infinite goodneſs and ma- 
jeſty, which you have now been ſolemnly thanking 
and adoring ; O how abſurd, how vile is ſuch a con- 


PRES | „ duct 4 


duct I If then we 


with a bleſſing, and not a curſe, 


may follow this oblation of public praiſe, let us aim 
to be honeſt and conſiſtent characters; let us culti- 
vate an habitual temper of thankful and fervent de- 
votion, and manifeſt it in all its various and lovely 
effects. Then ſhall we not only ſee good days here, 
but ſhortly unite in the elevated, the everlaſting 
thankſgiving and felicity of the heavenly ſtate. 


* ; * 
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„ the preceding diſcourſe was ſent to the 
. preſs, a ſermon delivered on the ſame occafion 
by the Rev. Mr. Bradford of Rowley was put into 
my hands. As this ſermon contains many aſſertions 
and infinuations, which appear unfounded and im 
Proper, and unfortunately calculated to gratify and 
inflame a ſpirit of unthankfulneſs, diſcontent, and ſe- 
dition; I feel myſelf impelled, as I truſt, by motives 
of benevolence, patriotiſm, and piety to beſtow upon 
it ſome free but candid remarks. To this I am fur- 
ther induced by a wiſh to juſtify and give additional 
enforcement to the oppoſite ſentiments of the fore- 


A 


K 1 
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I I ſhall paſs over many exceptionable parts of Mr. 
B. s ſermon, which ſeem leſs important, or which 
evidently carry their own confutation. Among 
theſe we may reckon thoſe ſentences, which deny our 
exemption from foreign war, and affirm “ that we 

have ſuffered much more by Britiſh perfidy, and Al- 
gerine malice the year paſt, than we ever ſuffered in 
a {ingle year in our open warfare againſt Britain ;” 
that the Indian war, &c. are evils which America 
have never heretofore felt; and © that our peace 

and tranquillity wholly depends on the ſucceſs of the 
French Republic.” To the ſame claſs we may aſ- 
ſign his doubt « whether the Weſtern Inſurrection 
did not owe its riſe to exiſting impolitic laws,“ his 
implied contemptuous repreſentation of Mr. Jay's 
ſucceſs at the Britiſh Court, his repeated reflections 
on the Author of the Proclamation for mentioning a 
number of articles 7wice, and the air of diſreſpect 
which ſurrounds even his high encomiums on that 
ILLUSTRIOUS CHARACTER. We ſhall alſo omit the 
numerous inſtances of careleſs, incleganr, and even 
SS " ungrammatical 


„„ 
ungrammatical compoſition, which diſtinguiſh his 
publication, and which have an inauſpicious aſpect 
on the literary character of the author, on the ſucceſs 
of the cauſe which he eſpouſes, and the reputation of 

thoſe who have eagerly patronized and circulated his 
_ diſcourſe. 
In p. 13. afterciting the clauſe, which direct us 
to beſeech Almighty God “ to diſpoſe us to merit 
the continuance of his favors, &c.““ Mr. B. criti- 
ciſes the word merit with great freedom, as if it ne- 
cCeſſarily imported a Hritt and proper deſert of divine 
bleſſings. But the popular uſe of this or ſimilar 
terms, yea, the application of them by chriſtian Di- 
vines, and even by the ſacred writers, often amount 
to no more than real or eminent virtue or moral good- 
neſs, and the fitneſs or congruity which there is in 
_ approving and rewarding its poſſeſſors. Thus cer- 
tain characters are declared in the goſpel to be wor- 
thy, and others wot wworthy of its ſpiritual and ever- 
 lafting blefſings. Theſe terms are nearly coincident, 
if not equally ſtrong with the expreſſion before us. 
Agreeably, when we ſay, a people, who abuſe their 
liberty, do not deſerve to enjoy it, while they who | 


thankfully and virtuouſly improve it, merit its con- 


tinuance; we mean that it is morally fit that the 
former ſhould be puniſhed with the loſs, and the 
latter bleſſed with the continuation of their privi- 
leges. Accordingly, the declarations of ſcripture and 
the conduct of providence have eſtabliſhed a ſuitable 
and certain connexion between the moral character 
of rational creatures and the tokens of divine appro- 
bation or diſpleaſure. The humble chriſtian, then, 
while he fejects with abhorrence every ſelf-righteous 
claim, every idea of ſtrict merit, ſeeks to be more 
and more prepared for the reception and continuance 
of undeſerved favors ; and views ſuch preparation as 
giving him a real title, by divine promiſe, to their 
beſtowment. —A moderate degree of candor and de- 
5 | cent 


„ 
cent reſpect will rfadily put this favorable conſtruc- 
tion on the objected expreſſion in the Proclamation *. 
In p. 16. and 20. Mr. B. ſeverely cenſures the 


omiſſion of the chriſtian religion and the name of 


Chriſt in the appointment of a National Thankſgiv- 
ing. The attachment of our beloved Preſident to 


the chriſtian religion has long been fully evinced by 


his ſteady profeſſion of it and attendance on its ſacred 


inſtitutions; by his earneſt recommendation of its 
principles to his fellow-citizens in his circular letter 


at the cloſe of the late war; by the bright exempli- 
fication of its virtues in his public and private life, 


eſpecially that conſpicuous chriſtian humility and 


piety, which have diſtinguiſhed even his political 


addreſſes. The omiſſion in queſtion may, thercfore, 


be accounted for, and perhaps fully juſtified by the 


following cauſes :—by the /perzal occaſion of the Pro- 
clamation, Which appears to have been our recent 


confirmed exemption from foreign and domeſtic war, 


joined with our ſuperior national proſperity ;—by a 
modeſt wiſh in our Chief Magiſtrate.to appear merely 
as the political Head of the Union, and not in any 
ſenſe the Dictator of its religious opinions and wor- 
ſhip, f and thus to keep at the greateſt diſtance from 
that ſpiritual domination, which the monarchs of 


chriſtian, as well as other nations have exerciſed ; 
and finally, by a deſire to unite in one general thankſ- 


giving 


* The theological writers of paſt ages, even ſuch as were moſt celebrated for 
_ calvinian orthodoxy and accurate diſtinctions, aſcribed one fort of merit to the 
performances of real chriſtians, which they called merit of congruity, importing 4 
Kind of natural ſujtableneſs or correſpondence between the action and the reward, 
though no proportion in point of real value; and including alſo a ſure title to 
the reward by virtue of the divine promiſe. This they diſtinguiſh from merit of 
condignity, which denotes an equal value or due proportion of the work and the 
recompence. Perhaps merit in the former ſenſe will eminently apply to national 
virtue and its correſponding reward ; becauſe it is eminently fit that public bodies, 
which do not exift in a future ſtate, ſhould be immediately and conſpicuouſly 
treated according to their viſible moral character. There is likewiſe much greater 
appearance of proportion between national virtue and temporal proſperity, than 
between the imperfect holineſs of an individual and perfect everlaſting happineſs. 
I have dwelt ſo long on this point, not to vindicate or recommend the common ule 


of the word merit in the connexion before us, which I do not approve ; but merely 


to ſhow the impropriety, and defeat the ill tendency of our author's inſinuations. 


+ The writer remembers a ſentiment of this kind in the Preſident's anſwer to 
an addreſs preſented to him by a Preſpytery in one of che Eaſtern States, 
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giving all the inhabitants of our favored land, whe- 
ther Chriſtians, Jews, or Deiſts ; that thoſe who were 
Joint partakers of the national proſperity, might all 
_ conſpire in celebrating its glorious Author. In this 
view ſome of our leading Democrats, who are avowed 
infidels, have peculiar reaſon to pea this liberal 
omiſſion ! 
In p. 17. and 18. Mr. B. pays a fervent tribute 
of reſpect to the democratic aſſociations, which he ſtyles 
ſchools of political knowledge, and affirms to have an/- 
wered moſt excellent purpoſes in the time of the late war, 
and ſince. He afferts too that the preſent liberty of 
Trance is greatly owing to aſſociations of this kind. It is 
granted that the Jacobin Sociciy in France, as well as 
the American Committees of ſafety in the firſt ſtages of 
our late war, were probably uſeful in combining all 
| Parts of the nation into one vigorous ſyſtem of oppo- _ 
fition to tyranny *: but when a free government of 

their own choice was eſtabliſhed and put into opera- 
tion in the two countries, theſe aſſociations were no 
longer needful or ſafe. The deſtructive effects of 
them in France have been noticed in the preceding 
diſcourſe. Their unhappy influence in this country 
is ſufficiently exemplified in that ſpirit of falſehood, 
of party and faction, which ſome of them, at leaſt, 
aſſiduouſſy and too ſucceſsfully promote, and eſpec- 
ially in the late dangerous and expenſive weſtern in- 
ſurrection, which may be evidently traced, in a great 

degree, to the inflammatory repreſentations and pro- 
ceedings of theſe clubs, their abettors and friends. 
In p. e author expreſſes his aſtoniſhment, 
that 


% It ought to be remembered that our Committees of ſafety were not ſelf-created 
uſurping combinations of men, but regularly choſen and intruſted with certain 
powers 55 our ſeveral Corporations, under the auſpices of our provincial Conven- 
tions, and general Congreſs, to anſwer important temporary purpoſes during our 

then atria d and expoſed ſituation. In theſe reſpects how is to the ariſto- 


_ cratic ſocieties now exiſting in America! How unlike in their conſtitution, their 
objects, and their manifeſt fruits 


I dee this matter 1 and ſatisfactorily illuſtrated in che Rev. Mr Oſpecd's g 
Sermon on the General Thankſgivi 75 „ p. 20-24. See alſo the fatal tendency of 
a 


theſe aſſociations amply ſhown 1 in a Pamphlet, ne the Revolution in France 
coꝝſidered. 


C 
that the Preſident ſhould paſs over in filence the late 
ſucceſs of the French nation. But would it have 
conſiſted with enlightened, juſt and uniform policy 
for the Head of a neutral nation, in oppoſition to his 
early, conſtant declarations and meaſures, to hold up, 
in a ſolemn public inſtrument, the triumphs of one 
of the belligerent powers over the reſt, as an object 
of national gratitude and rejoicing ;' eſpecially at a 
time when a train of negotiation had been recently 
and ſucceſsfully purſued to eftabliſh a fair and ad- 
vantageous friendſhip with one of the defeated na- 
tions! Has not the whole public life of the AuERTI- 
. can ChrEr, both military and civil, proclaimed his 
ardent and invincible attachment to the freedom and 
happineſs of man, and conſequently to the general 
| cauſe of the French? Did not his Commiſſion to 
Mr. Munroe, the American Miniſter at Paris, ex- 
plicitly confirm this attachment? Yea, does not the 
Proclamation itſelf virtually embrace the ſucceſs of 
the French Republic as a proper ſubje& both of our 
interceſſions and thankſgivings, by aging us to 
pray that God would impart al! the bleſſings we poſ- 
ſeſs or aſk for ourſelves, to the whole family of man- 
kind ?—I muſt, therefore, in my turn, expreſs my 
grief and aftoriiſhment that a religious teacher of the 
people ſhould caſe them to err, by ſeeking to inflame 
their minds with groundleſs and pernicious jealouſies 
of their rulers as ungrateful and inimical to their 
French Benefactors and Allies, and of courſe enemies 
to the cauſe of liberty. Mr. B. lays great ſtreſs on 
the kindneſs and generoſity of the French nation to 
us in the time of our diſtreſs. But to whom are we 
indebted for this generous aſſiſtance ? I anſwer, to 
the then exiſting government ; to the King, Nobles, 
and dignified Clergy of France; to Favzrrs and 
many other illuſtrious patriots ; who have been either 
killed, or forced into diſtreſſing exile by the ruling 
party in the nation. To whom then are we to ex- 
5 preſs 
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preſs our gratitude? To our real benefactors, or te 
their mortal enemies ?—I mention this, merely to 
ſhow that the argument of gratitude is wrongly ap- 

plied by Mr. B., as well as many other oppoſers of 

the impartial, pacific Res of our federal govern- 
ment. 

I muſt alſo declare my regret and ae chat fo N 

warm a friend to chriſtianity as our author, ſhould 

paſs in filence the irreligion and infidelity of the 

French nation; that he ſhould celebrate their cauſe 

and ſucceſs in ſuch a ſtrain of high, undiſtinguiſhing 

panegyric and thankſgiving, as would too naturally 
lead his leſs informed hearers and readers into a blind 

_ enthuſiaſtic admiration of all their ſentiments and 

meaſures. Does not faithful friendſhip to the cauſe 

of Chriſt and to the beſt intereſts of man require the 
public teachers and defenders of the goſpel explicitly 
to guard their flocks and their country againſt thoſe 

ſceptical irreligious principles, which come to them 


recommended by the boaſted and faſcinating charms. 


of reaſon and liberality, and arrayed in all the er 
of a popular and triumphant Revolution? 
In p. 16—20. Mr. B. is profeſſedly occupied i bn 
ſuppiying the many and great omiſſions of our Chief 
_ Magiſtrate ! Such a needleſs diſplay of vanity, ſuch _ 
officious- and pointed diſreſpect to the man, whom 
America, yea, the world delighteth to honor, will 
not, I preſume find many admirers. I ſhould bluſh 


for my country and for human nature, if the ſpirit, 


which breathes through this ſermon, met with many 
congenial ſouls ! I muſt add that all the objects of 
prayer, which our author affects to ſupply, are evi- 
cently comprehended 1 In the ſpirit.of the proclame- 1 


tion. 


On the whole, the leading 11 of this diſcourſe 

exhibit, and tend to excite the ſpirit of ſullen gloom 

and unthankful complaint, rather than of grateful and 

joyful praiſe, The author ſtudiouſly ER 2 
| a mo 
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amel nullifies many of thoſe great bleſſings, which 
diſtinguiſh « our happy country ; and thus caſts a ſick- 
ening damp on our pious gratitude to God, our 
thankful reſpe&t to his beneficent public miniſters, - 
our cheerful ſenſibility and improvement of the di. 

vine benefits. Candor, however, obliges us to ad- 
mit that error, prejudice, and paſſion, to which the 
| beſt of men are liable, frequently preſent objects to 
our minds through a falſe medium and in a diſtorted 
ſhape. Even the loſs of a gourd could ſo pervert the 
feelings and the underſtanding of a true Prophet of 
5 JEHOVAH, «as to make him view life itſelf as a 
grievous calamity, and juſtify himſelf in angry mur- 
murings againſt the conduct of Heaven. Let us not 
then be too much ſurpriſed, if we ſee a chriftian pre- 
pbet betrayed into a degree of peeviſh diſcontent with 
that courſe of affairs, which has reduced his “ fixed 
ſtipend into a ſorry pittance,” and brought many 
huoneſt and uſeful citizens into “ a ſtarving ſitua- 
tion” *. It is, indeed, a melancholy fact, that thoſe 
eircumſtances, which have contributed to the rapid 
increaſe of our general proſperity, have greatly di- 
miniſhed the annual ſupport of our reſpectable Cler- 
gy, and of many other individuals, whoſe ſubſiſtence 
depends on fixed nominal falaries, or a certain yearly 
Intereſt in money. But if chriſtian ſocieties duly 
regarded the ſpirit and intention of their contracts, 
or the principles of common juſtice, humanity, and 
gratitude, this ground of complaint on the part of 
their faithful Miniſters would, in this day of in- 
creaſing affluence, be ſpeedily removed. In the mean 
time 1t reflects no ſmall | honor on our public religious 
Inſtructors, that the depreciation of their yearly ſti- 
pends, and the conſequent ſtraitned condition of ſome 
of their families have not looſened their patriotic at- 
tachment to that national government and ſocial or- 
der, which, under God, are the baſis of our general 
happineſs, —The writer ennie with — 
3 the 


* See p. 7. and 9. of his ſermon. 
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che landed: zeal and magnanimity of Mr. B. in el pou- 
ſing the cauſe of government in this eee 5 
few years ſince, amidſt an alarming ſcene of diſcontent 
and inſurrection. He remembers a public diſcourſe 
of his in that trying period, the ſentiments and ſpirit 
ot which form a moſt ſtriking contraſt to the ſermon 
before us. He, therefore, flatters himſelf that this 
recent publication of our author is not an exhibition 
of his ſteady, mature opinions and feelings; but the 
haſty offspring of a miſguided and gloomy interval, 
which will ſoon be loſt in thoſe more enlightened : 
and patriotic views, which once marked hig character. 
With this agreeable proſpect he now takes his leave 
of him and the e. 3 
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